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which the tapering head, with large eyes, and adorned with
long silky mustaches, belonged.
" A lamantin!" he cried.
It was not a lamantin, but one of that species of the
order of cetaceans, which bear the name of the " dugong,"
for its nostrils were open at the upper part of its snout
The enormous animal rushed on the dog, who tried
to escape by returning towards the shore. His master
could do nothing to save him, and before Gideon Spilett or
Herbert thought of bending their bows, Top, seized by the
dugong, had disappeared beneath the water.
Neb, his iron-tipped spear in his hand, wished to go to
Top's help, and attack the dangerous animal in its own
element
" No, Neb," said the engineer, restraining his courageous
servant.
Meanwhile a struggle was going on beneath the water,
an inexplicable struggle, for in his situation Top could not
possibly resist; and judging by the bubbling of the surface
it must be also a terrible struggle, and could not but termi-
nate in the death of the dog! But suddenly, in the middle
of a foaming circle, Top reappeared. Thrown in the air by
some unknown power, he rose ten feet above the surface
of the lake, fell again into the midst of the agitated waters,
and then soon gained the shore, without any severe wounds,
miraculously saved.